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Program Goal 

• Develop and test methods for generating accurate and 

timely forecasts for significant science and technology 

milestones, by efficiently aggregating the judgments of 

many experts 

• Technical approach: 

• Generate good forecasting questions 

• From forecasters and topic leaders, through crowd-editing 

• From indicators in the scientific and patent literatures (FUSE) 

• Elicit and combine forecasts from thousands of 

scientists and engineers, globally, using a 

combinatorial prediction market -- SciCast.org 
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Evaluation 

• Develop and test methods in parallel. As with all IARPA 

programs, the program is evaluated every six months. 

 

• Run the world’s largest S&T forecasting tournament. 

 

• Evaluate using real events (1,000 per year). E.g., “Will $100 

whole human genome sequencing costs be achieved in 2015?” 

 

• Evaluate against best known approaches: statistical models, 

deliberating experts, flat prediction markets, intelligence 

community forecasts.  
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SciCast 

• SciCast is a prediction market focused on science and 

technology. It aggregates the knowledge and expertise of 

a diverse group of professionals & non-professionals  

from around the world and returns probable forecasts on 

future innovations.  

• SciCast is different from other  prediction markets 

because it can create and explore relationships 

between questions. 
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• Think these forecasts are wrong? Fix them!  

• Stop by the SciCast table to add your estimate, or 

sign up using your own laptop  

• Why forecast? 

• Improve collective intelligence about security 

threats (and dozens of other topics) 

• Earn bragging rights among friends and 

frenemies 

• Win highly coveted Amazon gift cards 

Participation 
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